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blocks of porphyry and sulphur, and the atmosphere was
charged with a sulphurous odour.

The Kuru-Kuh range, running south-eastwards to
TazJ, maintains for a long way a height of 10,000 feet,
and is continued towards the volcanic Kuh-i-Basmaii
(10,000 to 12,000 feet) by the snowy Kuh-Banan
and other lofty ridges, culminating with the Kuh-Hazar
(14,550 feet). South-east of this point the Kuh-i-
Naushada volcano in Sarhad rises to 12,000 or 15,000
feet.

In the Bampur or south-eastern corner of Persia the
normal north-westerly direction is broken by the coast
ranges, which run either south-west or west and east,
parallel with the sea. The only other important excep-
tion to the general parallelism occurs in the north, where
the eastern section of the Elburz sweeps round the Caspian
in a north-easterly direction from Mount Damavand to
the valley of the Eiver Gurgan.

In the north-west the separate ranges merge in the
general highland systems of Luristan, Kurdistan, and
Armenia, where several snowy peaks fall little short of
15,000 feet. In the north-east the Khorasan frontier is
usually supposed to be separated from the Turkestan
depression by a continuous range running between
Afghanistan and the Caspian, and connecting the Hindu-
Kush through the Paropamisus and G-hor mountains with
the Elburz range. But here also the main direction is
south-east and north-west from the Harirud valley to the
Great and Little Balkans near Krasnovodsk on the
Caspian. Thus the Kuren-dagh,1 the Kopet-dagh, and the
other unsurveyed sections of the north Khorasan high-
lands, run, not in a continuous line, but rather at an

1 Although from 8000 to 11,000 feet high, the Kuroii-dagh was scarcely
known till its rediscovery by V. Baker in 1873 (see Clouds in the flast, p.
289).